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of Blue-tailed Bee-eaters (Merops philippinus) on Kinmen
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ABSTRACT  This study was an investigation of the population size and distribu-
tion of blue-tailed bee-eaters on Kinmen Island. The specie’s morphological parame-
ters were measured, and their reproductive success was also recorded. Our estimation
showed approximately 2,000 individuals breeding in 21 colonies in Kinmen in 2009.
The morphological parameters of birds in Tien-pu and Youth grange were larger than
those in Kinmen Airport and Ru-shan colonies. The Youth grange colony had the
highest reproductive success (65%) and the Tien-pu E colony the lowest (6%). Com-
pared with data from previous years, human disturbance was the main cause leading to
the decrease of the bird’s population size and reproductive success. In order to main-
tain a stable bee-eater population, we suggest to reduce the development on the spe-
cies’ habitats.
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